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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10, 12-16, 20-23 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Okita et al (JP Patent Application Publication 2001 169250) in 
view of Yogeshwar et al (US Publication Number 200400961 1 0). 

In regards to claims 1 , 20, 22, and 25, Okita et al discloses a reproducing 
apparatus (Fig. 1 ) comprising: a reproducing unit (Fig. 1 , element 200) that extracts 
(Fig. 1, element 29) recorded video signals from a recording medium (Fig. 1, elements 
17 and 20); a decoding unit that decodes any of said video signals extracted from said 
recording medium (Fig. 1, element 19); and recording unit that records (Fig. 1, element 
13), a recording unit that records, in correspondence to said record management 
information, reproduction management information including reproduction interruption 
information that denotes a point of interruption in time of a reproduction of said video 
signals from said recording medium (Paragraph 94; where the point of interruption in 
time is chapter number), wherein the decoding unit decodes said signals according to a 
selected bit rate from said point of interruption in time (Paragraphs 39-42, 94 and 95; 
where the signal reproduction resumes from the start of the chapter and where the 
claimed selected bit rate is the same one that was selected to be reproduced prior to 



Application/Control Number: 10/519,851 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2627 

the interruption). However, Okita et al does not disclose wherein the recorded video 
signals have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different bit rates 
and record management information that denotes a mutual association between said 
video signal that have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different 
bit rates. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yogeshwar et al discloses wherein the recorded 
video signals have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different bit 
rates and record management information that denotes a mutual association between 
said video signal that have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of 
different bit rates (Fig. 5, element 519 has variety of decoders 520-522 that is output to 
selector 524; and Paragraph 58 shows association format). At the time of the invention 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the data of 
the recording medium of Okita with that of Yogeshwar et al, for the purpose of providing 
mutual association video signals that have the same content but compressed in plurality 
of different bit-rates. The motivation for doing so would have been to increase the 
pictures quality (abstract). 

In regards to claim 3, Okita et al discloses the reproducing apparatus, further 
comprising a built-in flash memory, wherein said reproduction management information 
is recorded on said flash memory (Fig. 1, element 31 or Paragraph [0056]). 
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In regards to claims 4, 21 , and 23, Okita et al discloses an apparatus, method 
and program, wherein said reproducing unit (Fig. 1 element 200) further extracts said 
reproduction management information (Fig. 1, element 29) information from said flash 
memory (Fig. 1, element 31), and based on the said record management information 
(Fig. 1, element 13) and said reproduction management information (Fig. 1, element 
28), extracts (Fig. 1, element 29), form said recording medium (Fig. 1, element 20), 
signals after signals corresponding to said reproduction interruption information 
included in said reproduction management information (Fig. 5, is the recording of time of 
each title or address, therefore, would know exactly where the interruption in time; 
Paragraph [0093]). 

In regards to claims 5/1, 5/2, 5/3 and 5/4, Okita et al discloses the reproducing 
apparatus, wherein said reproduction interruption information concerns elapsed time 
form start of reproduction of said signal (Paragraph [0094] and Fig. 4). 

In regards to claim 6, Okita et al, wherein said recording unit (Fig. 1 , element 
100) further records, in correspondence to said record management information (Fig. 1, 
element 13) and said reproduction management information, identification information of 
said recording medium on said flash memory (Fig. 1, element 20 recording medium to 
the flash memory 31). 
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In regards to claim 7, Okita et al discloses the reproducing apparatus, wherein 
said reproducing unit (Fig. 1 element 200) further extracts said record management 
information (Fig. 1, element 29), said reproduction management information, and said 
identification information of said recording medium (Fig. 1, elements 13 and 28), any of 
signals extracted from said recording medium is suitable for said reproducing unit 
and/or said decoding unit (Fig. 1, elements 29), and said reproducing unit, based on 
said record management information, said reproduction management information, and 
said identification information of said recording medium (Fig. 1 .element 13 and 28) , 
further extracts, form said recording medium, signals after signals corresponding to said 
reproduction interruption information included in said reproduction management 
information (Paragraph [0092]). 

In regards to claim 8, Okita et al does not but Yogeshwar et al discloses the 
reproducing apparatus, wherein said different conditions concern different bit rates, 
different numbers of pixels, or different compression methods (Fig. 5). The motivation is 
the same as claim 1 above. 

In regards to claim 9, Okita et al discloses the reproducing apparatus, wherein 
said video signals can be continuously reproduced on the recording medium(Paragraph 
[0055]). However, Okita et al does not but Yogeshwar et al discloses said video signals 
that have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different bit rate are 
recorded (Fig. 5). The motivation is the same as claim 1 above. 
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In regards to claims 10, 12 and 13, Okita et al discloses the reproducing 
apparatus, wherein each of which has size that is equal to or larger than a 
predetermined size (Fig. 2 and Fig. 4, the amount of time is the predetermined data 
size). However, Okita et al does not but Yogeshwar et al discloses wherein said signals 
that have the same contents but are compressed in a plurality of different bit rate are 
recorded (Fig. 5). The motivation is the same as claim 1 above. 

In regards to claim 14, Okita et al does not but Yogeshwar et al discloses the 
reproducing apparatus, wherein said decoding unit (Fig. 5, elements 520-522) further 
decodes signals compressed in a plurality of different bit rate that are extracted from 
said recording medium (Paragraph [0107). 

In regards to claims 16, 23 and 26, Okita et al discloses a recording method, 
comprising the steps of: (a) recording, on a recording medium (Fig. 1, element 31) and 
record management information (Fig. 1, element 28; Paragraphs [0059] and [0062]); (b) 
extracting said video signal recorded on said recording medium (Fig. 1, element 17); (c) 
decoding said video signal extracted in step (b) (Fig. 1 element 19), wherein are 
recorded in continuous data area, each of which has size that is equal to or larger than 
a predetermined size (Fig. 2, the predetermine size is form 0-30), and said continuous 
data areas are recorded in a form of being repeatedly alternately arranged (Fig. 2, the 
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second recording from 0-20-30-50 are alternately arranged). However, Okita et al does 
not but Yogeshwar et al discloses a method wherein (a) video signals that have same 
contents (video/audio data) but are compressed in a plurality of different bit rates (Fig. 
5) that denotes a mutual association between said signals that have the same contents 
but are compressed in a plurality of different bit rates (Paragraph [0095]). The 
motivation is the same as claim 1 above. 

In regards to claim 27, Okita et al discloses a recording method comprising of: (a) 
recording, on a recording medium, at least one source of video signals (Paragraph 
[[0040]); (b) compressing the video signals at a first bit rate (Paragraph [0041]); 
compressing the video signals at a second bit rate, second bit rate being different from 
the first bit rate (MPEG, Paragraph [0042]); (e) extracting a signal recorded on said 
recording medium (Fig. 1 , element 17); (f) decoding a signal extracted from said 
recording medium (Fig. 1, element 19), and each of which has size that is equal to or 
larger than a predetermined size (Fig. 2, the predetermine size is form 0-30), and said 
continuous data areas are recorded in a form of being repeatedly alternately arranged 
(Fig. 2, the second recording from 0-20-30-50 are alternately arranged). However, 
Okita et al does not but Yogeshwar discloses wherein (d) recording record management 
information that denotes a mutual association between the video signals compressed at 
a first bit rate in step (b) (Paragraph [0058]) and the video signal compressed at a 
second bit rate in step (c) that have the same contents (video data) and wherein said 
video signal compressed in said first and second bit rates are recorded in continuous 
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data areas (Fig. 5, Paragraph 1 05-1 07). At the time of the invention it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill to modify the recording method of Okita to have a 
mutual association suggested by Yogeshwar et al. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to record/reproduce audio and video in the same equipment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okita et 
al in view of Yogeshwar et al as in claim 1 , 20, 22, and 25 and in further view of 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

In regards to claim 15, Okita et al and Yogeshwar do not but AAPA discloses the 
reproducing apparatus, wherein said different compression methods are MPEG2 and 
MPEG4, respectively (Paragraph [0002] and [0003]). At the time of the invention it 
would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the selection of 
compression of Okita et al and Yogeshwar et al with MPEG2 and MPEG4 as suggested 
by AAPA. The motivation for doing so would have been to record/reproduce with lower 
bit rate. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 2, filed 4/22/08, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1 over Okita et al., Okazaki et al., and Zetts have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Okita et al. and 
Yogeshwar et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5513. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00am-7:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LN 

July 15, 2008 
/Wayne Young/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



